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PRESS RELEASE

September 6, 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Hospitals in Southern Region Now Providing Cutting Edge
Laparoscopic Surgeries

As part of its strategic plan to contfinuously improve the delivery of quality
health care to patients and to also leverage resources, the Southern
Regional Health Authority (SRHA) is improving access to laparoscopic
surgeries to residents in central Jamaica.

With the advances in surgical principles and techniques, laparoscopic
surgery is now the standard of care and is now being offered at the
Mandeville Regional and Percy Junor Hospitals (PJH) in Manchester,
following the acquisition of two state of the art high definition
laparoscopic towers, valued at $17.8 million.

Senior Medical Officer (SMQO) for the Mandeville Regional Hospital (MRH),
Dr. Everton MclIntosh explained that laparoscopic surgery, also called
minimally invasive surgery is a modern surgical technique in which
operations in the abdomen are performed through small incisions, rather
than the larger incisions needed in open surgery.

"Laparoscopic surgery has proven advantages over open surgery,
including less risk of bleeding, less risk of wound infections, less
postoperative pain and so less need for pain killers. This surgery also results
in less respiratory complications, quicker healing and recovery which
translates into shorter hospital admissions and quicker return to work and
overall reduced cost of care" Dr. Mclntosh added.

For Regional Director of the SRHA, Mr. Michael Bent, the benefits of
laparoscopic surgery are enormous for patients and the healthcare
system.

"This is a regional focus as we have planned that by the first quarter of
next year all the hospitals within the region which covers Clarendon,
Manchester and St. Elizabeth will be offering these services. It is part of our
retooling plan as we aim to utilize whatever technology to offer more
efficient and effective healthcare" Mr. Bent said.
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The Regional Director pointed out that the acquisition of the laparoscopic
towers was funded with fees collected through individual health
insurance which is a means of assisting public health care facilities to
achieve their development goals. He added that the Authority has been
able to purchase several assefts, including two ambulances which were
converted from buses, a surgical microscope, an anaesthetic machine
and an ultra sound machine, over the last 15 months.

For SMO at the Percy Junor Hospital, Dr. Carlos Wilson, the hospital is
pleased to be providing this type of surgery, which he noted is the
standard for many operations including gallbladder removal.

"In less than two weeks since acquiring the laparoscopic tower, we have
successfully performed three gallbladder removal surgeries. At present,
patients spend three days in hospital, but with laparoscopic surgery we
may soon be able to have patients come in, do the operation and go
home the same day without being admitted. The recovery tfime and
complications for patients are also much less with laparoscopic surgery"
Dr. Wilson said.

Dr. Wilson added that a Laparoscopic Colorectal Surgery Workshop will
be conducted at the PJH on September 22, 2017, noting that it is the
hospital's intention to do various laparoscopic surgeries in the near future.

Meanwhile, Dr. McIntosh pointed out that the acquisition of the
laparoscopic equipment will enable surgeons operating at MRH to "now
practice what they have been trained to do and be better able to
adhere to modern standards of surgical care. This will greatly benefit our
patients as well as greatly enhance the prestige and reputation of the
hospital as an institution where quality care is standard."

(more)

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Krishan James, Stafford
Haughton, Lorraine Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Dr Lundie
Richards, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs;
CEO Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh



Mandeville Regional Hospital

32 Hargreaves Avenue
Mandeville

Ph: 962-2067/2744/1094
Fax: 625-8493

May Pen Hospital

1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

Ph: 986-2528/7708/6938
Fax: 986-2650

Black River Hospital

45 High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-2224/2212
634-3700

Fax: 965-9294

Percy Junor Hospital
Spalding P.O.

Clarendon

Ph: 964-1181/2222/2322
Fax: 964-1548

Lionel Town Hospital
Bustamante Drive
Vere, Clarendon

Ph: 986-3226

Fax: 986-3373

Chapelton Hospital
Chapelton P.O.
Clarendon

Ph: 987-2215

Manchester Health Dept.

Race Course Rd.

Mandeville

Ph: 962-2288/7033
625-3433

Fax: 962-2171

Clarendon Health Dept.
1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

Ph: 986-4548/7869
Fax: 986-9713

St. Elizabeth Health Dept
High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-9174-5

Fax: 965-2701

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA WI
TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX: (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM

Picture 1

Laparoscopic surgery in progress on August 25 at the Percy Junor Hospital.
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Picture 2

Dr. Carlos Wilson examines the Laparoscopic Tower at the Percy Junor
Hospital.
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Picture 3

The laparoscopic tower at the Mandeville Regional Hospital.
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For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer
Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.m
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