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PRESS RELEASE

July 9, 2019
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Conference Equipping Men With Better Parenting Skills Making
Strides

Since its inaugural staging in 2015, the Men's Conference staged by the
St. Elizabeth Health Services in St. Elizabeth, has been making strides,
creating a platform for men to be motivated and recognized for their
invaluable role in their children’s’ lives, in addition to equipping them with
better parenting skills.

For organizer of the conference, Paul Smith, who is the Parish Medical
Social Worker at the St. Elizabeth Health Services, the forum also provides
opportunities for the participants to be mentored.

He added that based on the evidences that various studies have
concluded in relation to the impact of fatherlessness on society, fathers
who are actually playing their roles must be found, acknowledged and
empowered.

Some 80 men gathered at the Sharon Baptist Church Hall in Santa Cruz, St.
Elizabeth on Thursday, June 27, for this year's staging, held under the
theme, “Man Up...A Call to Action”.

“The forum has been a tfremendous success over the years; however, |
feel extremely satisfied about this year's conference. This conference was
different from the others because in previous years the focus was only on
fathers. This year the scope was broader and we targeted men whether
they were a father or not. We explored issues like domestic violence,
parenting and stress and we also broadened the focus on men's health.
The men were provided with blood sugar, blood pressure and cholesterol
tests, HIV testing, electrocardiogram-ECG screening and screening for
prostate cancer” Mr. Smith explained.

The Medical Social Worker appealed to the men to be the agent of
change in rebuilding the walls of fatherhood around families, adding that
(more)
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“It is important that as fathers you care for your children; give them
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Medical Social Worker at the St. Elizabeth Heol’rh Serices, Paul Smith
engages a father who participated in the Men’s Conference.
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A section of the audience of men participating in an exercise session,

which encouraged physical activity as a part of a healthier lifestyle.
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For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations Officer

Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern; Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Stafford Haughton, Lorraine
Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Albert Williams, Permanent
Secretary’s Nominee: Dr Naydene Williams, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional
Technical Director (Ag.): Dr Vitillius Holder; CEO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional
Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh


mailto:latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm

