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Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (second left), cuts the ribbon to hand over the up-
graded Mandeville Comprehensive Health Centre in Manchester, July 13. Sharing the moment (from left) are British 
High Commissioner to Jamaica, Her Excellency Judith Slater; Acting Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
Representative, Dr. Serene Joseph; Director at the United Kingdom (UK), Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Office, Malcom Geere and Adviser to PAHO, Dr. Marion Bullock DuCasse.  



Mandeville Health Centre Upgraded and Retrofitted to Deal with Disasters  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

The Mandeville Compre-
hensive Health Centre in 
Manchester has been up-
graded to offer improved 
services and retrofitted 
with additional safety fea-
tures to be more resilient 
to natural disasters. 

The work was done under 
the US$6.5-million Car-
ibbean-wide Smart 
Health Project, funded 
through the United King-
dom (UK) Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Develop-
ment Office, with support 
from the Pan-American 
Health Organization 
(PAHO). 

Safety features include 
the replacement or 
strengthening of damaged 
timber roof material, wa-
terproofing, installation 
of new doors and hurri-
cane windows, replace-

ment of damaged floor finishes and the introduction of antimicrobial surfaces in critical areas. 

The electrical network was upgraded, firefighting equipment installed and fire-detection devices put in. The green areas at 
the facility were improved to provide for more efficient cooling and ventilation. 

A rainwater harvesting system has also been installed at the Centre with both above-ground and underground tanks, storm
-water drains improved, and LED lights, solar and water heaters installed to lower operating expenditure. 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton, said the Health Centre is a model to ñstandardise the 
public health systemò, and this would be incorporated into other public health facilities across the island. 

Speaking at the handover of the Centre on July 13, the Minister said the features will ñensure that the facility stays smart, 
which means good maintenance, proper usage, and those who come to use it benefit from all the features. It is an invest-
ment for the community,ò the Minister said. 

For her part, Acting PAHO Representative, Dr. Serene Joseph, said retrofitting of the Centre has made it more ready to 
ñhandle present and potential risks caused by disasters and Climate Changeò. 

Director at the United Kingdom (UK) Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, Malcom Geere, said the Centre 
is designed to ñwithstand a Category 5 hurricane, earthquake and severe floodò. 
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Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (centre), in discus-
sion with community health aide Shernette Haffenden-Williams (left), while on a tour of 
the upgraded Mandeville Comprehensive Health Centre in Manchester on July 13. At 
right is British High Commissioner to Jamaica, Her Excellency Judith Slater.  
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J $37 Million Digital Retrofit X -Ray System  for Black River Hospital  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

A digital retrofit x-ray sys-
tem, valued at J $37 mil-
lion was commissioned at 
the Black River Hospital 
in St. Elizabeth on July 28.  

Minister of Health & 
Wellness, who delivered 
the main remarks at the 
commissioning ceremony, 
lauded the Southern Re-
gional Health Authority 
for the procurement of the 
system for the hospital. 

ñIt is in keeping with the 
transformation we are pur-
suing in public health. 
[This system] will be add-
ing one additional piece of 
capacity to an institution 
that is well worth it, be-
cause of the vital role that 
it plays in the parish,ò 
Minister Tufton said. 

 

 

 

There are several benefits to be derived from 
this system including faster image acquisi-
tion, better workflow, superior image quality, 
less radiation exposure for patients, better 
monitoring of patient radiation dose, reduced 
operation cost, faster image distribution and 
less storage needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister of Health and Wellness, Dr. the Hon. Christopher Tufton (second right) and 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Mining, Hon. Floyd Green (third right), with 
staff of the Black River Hospital in St. Elizabeth (Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Sheriff 
Imoru (left); Medical Imaging Practitioner, Ms. Audace Wright (2nd left); Radiolo-
gist, Dr. Mosi Mtango (3rd left) and Parish Manager for the St. Elizabeth Health Ser-
vices, Mr. Sean Brissett (right) at the handover of the $37 million digital retrofit sys-
tem at the institution.  

The digital retrofit system.  
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Most Successful Medical Mission Ever in Brandon Hill, Clarendon  

In the News: Southern Regional Health Authority  

The annual medical mission for the com-
munity of Brandon Hill, Clarendon, orga-
nized by the New York based LDJR Davis 
Foundation, was declared   the most suc-
cessful ever, by its founder Dr. Novlet Da-
vis. It was held from July 17 to July 20.  
The mission resumed this year following a 
break caused by the Covid-19 Pandemic 
from 2020 to 2022.  This was the teamôs 
eighth mission to the island. 
 
The team this year comprised 86 volun-
teers from hospitals in New York and   in-
cluded a dermatologist, an internist, gen-
eral practitioners, pharmacists, cardiolo-
gists, gynaecologists, an ophthalmologist 
and many more. Close to 1000 men, wom-
en and children from several surrounding 
districts, received medical care for various 
ailments. They also had their prescriptions 
filled with medication to last for three- six 
months. Many of the patients travelled 
from distances of more than three hours 
away to get the well needed medical care. 
 

ñI can say itôs the most successful mission because in addition to doing regular medical checks, we also assisted them with get-
ting tests at other facilities in Kingston and St. Catherine. We also trained staff at Chapelton Community Hospital to use a 
Point of Care Ultrasound Machine that we donated to the facility,ò Dr. Davis said.  
 
The tests administered over the four days included: dermatology, paediatric, blood pressure checks, prostate examinations, neu-
rology, ECG tests, eye examinations, dental checks, Eco Cardiograms, gynaecology tests, psychological, various lab tests and 
other medical checks. Some 70 teachers from primary, infant and high schools received first aid and emergency training cours-
es. 
 
Each patient received a package of clothing, children got back-to-school medicals and the men and boys also got a trim from 
the barbers who came with the volunteers. The team also gave crutches, canes, walkers, commodes, wheelchairs and shower 
chairs to those who needed them. 
 

Dermatologist Dr. Lousie Kaufman treated 20 patients for various 
skin diseases at Chapelton Community Hospital. These were in addi-
tion to those at Brandon Hill. ñThe cases of skin disorders that I saw 
this time were not as bad as I had expected and this tells me that peo-
ple are following the advice I have been giving them over the years,ò 
she said. 
 
For the immediate future, the team hopes to set up a simulation lab to 
facilitate the teaching of courses from overseas using dummies.  
 
Credit: Barbara Ellington, SRHA Resource Mobilization Officer  

Founder of the LDJR Davis Foundation, Dr. Novlet Davis examines a    
patient at the annual medical mission held in Brandon Hill, Clarendon.  

Patients waiting beside the mobile dental unit to see the dentist at the LDJR Davis Foundationôs medical mission.  
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A Praise Fest of Thanksgiving & Worship  

Facilities on the Move 

Healthcare Workers Appreciation Month, which has become a calendar event, was celebrated in July under the theme, 
ñHonouring Commitment, Service & Sacrificeò. 
 

An Ecumenical Church Service was held on Thursday, July 13 at the New Testament Church of God and the Sports/Fun 
Day was held on Thursday, July 27 at the Jamalco Sports Complex in Clarendon. Playoff competitions for the netball, 
football and domino events were held leading up to Sports Day at the Manchester High School.  
 

Hundreds of employees welcomed the celebrations, which celebrates and honours healthcare workers for their selfless 
and dedicated service to public health.  
 

Please see below highlights from the church service, which was also a praise fest and focused on the theme, ñPraise     
Always, Alwaysò.  



Facilities on the Move 

Healthcare Workers Appreciation Month Sports Day a Success  

As part of the Healthcare Workers Appreciation Month celebration, a Sports/Fun Day was held on Thursday, July 27 at 
the Jamalco Sports Complex in Clarendon.  

 
There were several competitions including: netball, football, domino, cheerleading, ófluffy and biggsô race, bun and hot 
patty race, potato race, obstacle race, relays and much more. Please see below highlights.  
 

Results 
 

1. St. Elizabeth Health Department               206 

2. Mandeville Regional Hospital                    186 

3. Manchester Health Department                 146 

4. Black River Hospital                                   134 

5. Lionel Town Hospital                                  106 

6. Clarendon Health Department                    83 

7. May Pen Hospital                                        69 

8. Regional Office                                            65 

9. Percy Junor Hospital                                   57 
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Facilities on the Move 

Exciting Playoff Competitions  

Ahead of the anticipated regional Sports Day playoffs for the netball, football and domino competitions were held on  
Fridays at the Manchester High School in Manchester. The top teams advanced to the finals on Sports Day.  
 
Please see below highlights.  
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