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Black River Hospital Receives Land from Generous
Donor

Retired nurse now living overseas, Ms. Tatl
Vassell had several options for a beneficiary
5.0627 hectares of land in St. Elizabeth value
$8.6 million, however; for her, this gift shou
serve the entire community, and so, she mad¢
donation to the Black River Hospital (BRH). 3

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3| ACK RIVER HOSPITAL

The land, which is located in Cheltenham,
New Market in St. Elizabeth was officialf
handed over on Tuesday, April 18 at the B
and to date is one of the single largest donati
the hospital.

It was an emotional Ms. Vassell who noted th:
is because of the many blessings she has rec
why she was able to make the donation.
added that her family also has a long histor
contributing to the hospital.

Parish Manager for the St. Elizabeth Health ¢
vices, Mr. Sean Brissett said though the lan
located some distance from the hospital, it will

factored into the hospital's developmental p Ms. Tatleen Vassell (centre) receives a plaque of appreciation from the BRH administrato
. . . . (I-r), Director of Nursing Services, Ms. Novellette Robinson, CEO, Mrs. Diana BrowiMiller

He noted that its use will be determined in sl and Acting Senior Medical Officer, Dr. Sheriff Imoru. Photographed also are Ms. Vassell'

order. great grand children, John and Janda Nuovo and granddaughter, April Nuovo (3rd right).

"This donation is symbolic in many respects pe- o o _ ]
cause others looking on and seeing this generosity will want to corA@®#e adjoining districts will benefit through an
board. Health is everybody's business because it is not if you are aargved delivery of healthcare.”

to get unwell, it is a matter of when so as administrators we are working . _ _

hard to prepare a place that will contribute to the wellbeing and cof¥died Senior Medical Officer at the BRH, Dr.

of citizens during that period" Mr. Brissett said. Sheriff Imoru in expressing gratitude to Ms. Vas-
sel and her family noted that the hospital which
For Southern Regional Health Authority Director of Operations e@des the entire St. Elizabeth, parts of Manches-

Maintenance, Mrs. Herschel Ismail, the donation is timely and imggr-Westmoreland and St. James has greatly im-
tant to the development of the hospital. She noted that because of fifid@d over the years and is now providing 24
cial constraints, public private partnerships are very important tch¢io@ service in several areas.

health sector.

A health ¢ d . | health authorit | l—ie noted that for this growth to continue, the in-
S a neaiih sector and a regional heaith authority we WeICOmMe Yke& i of the community is needed as the
partnerships. Today we salute our philanthropist, Ms. Tatleen V. S

and make the assurance that this parcel of land will be manage ggﬁment e e aged

utilized in such a way that the population of the parish of St. Elizab ti]s it aT (;g S;ﬁgt;ﬁ: t:;ZLO otrh\?a:jueevg:‘otﬂ?(ejgtn:{i ;:e
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Blood Collection Boost After Successful Drive at Percy Junor Hospital

The Percy Junor Hospital in Spalding,
Clarendon has boosted its supplies of
blood and blood products, this, with the
recent acquisition of a Compact Blood
Bank Refrigerator. The hospital hosted
a successful Blood Drive on Friday,
April 28 on the hospital's compound
which resulted in the collection of 52
units of blood.

Senior Medical Officer at the Hospital,
Dr. Carlos Wilson explained that 88
persons registered to donate; however
only 52 were eligible to contribute. He
added that the hospital is grateful for the
support from residents and staff mem-
bers noting that the new Blood Bank
Refrigerator now allows the hospital to
store upwards of 60 units of blood, as
opposed to 15 previously.

~ Dr. Wilson pointed out that the hospital

= _—— e . == Which serves four parishes including
Senior Medical Officer of Health at the Percy Junor Hospital (PJH), Dr. Carlos By EYle it ts SR @i 18= 00 (o s MR A Vs e K= 016

Wilson (right), who is an annual donor enjoys the experience of giving blood Trelawny is the first point of care for
while Hospital Attendant at the PJH, Mr. Terrence McKenzie donates for the many residents particularly those in

rural areas.

"If a farmer somewhere in Trelawny gets chopped by a machete and is bleeding to death, this is the first stop and som
times it can be a lifesaving stop just to get blood; so it makes it so important that we give blood from the community so
that when we need it, it is available."

Turning to other benefits of blood donation, Dr. Wilson noted that "you also have the benefits of reduced risks of heart
attacks and strokes. That is something that is not known by a lot of persons but you could actually save your life by re-
ducing the risk of getting a heart attack or stroke by donating blood."

He explained that several studies have shown that in blood donors, the risk of heart attacks and strokes is up to 80 pe

cent less than people who do not donate blood. @ @ @ q
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Over recent years, the amount of blood collected in Ja
has consistently fallen short of what is required which
nificantly increases the difficulty of hospitals such as th 7 .
Percy Junor Hospital in obtaining vital supplies of bIooa 2
from the National Blood Bank.

Dr. Wilson is encouraging Jamaicans to make blood do
tion their responsibility as the shortage of blood serious
impedes the ability of the health team to provide timely |

effective care.

Deputy Director of Nursing Services and 2016 Lasco Nurse o
the Year , Laverna Campbell (centre) seen here with Sale$§

Representatives from Lasco, Mandeville.
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Rural Healthcare Facilities Receive State of the Art Ambulances

Maternal health care in rural Jamaic.. f
has received a significant boost fol- ‘
lowing the official handover of six
state of the art ambulances to facilit!
improved access to emergency prels,
tal and neonatal care. P
The ambulances were purchased ui:=

der the European Union funded Pro
gramme for the Reduction of Mater
and Child Mortality (PROMAC),
which is spearheaded by the Minist
of Health.

Speaking at the handover ceremon
the Clarendon Health Department |4
Thursday (April 20, 2017), Health
Minister, and The Honourable Dr.
Christopher Tufton said the ambu-
lances will fill a critical void which ‘
R oJT W T\ o= UEX=To M oA g IWalInal | Health Minister, Dr. Christopher Tufton (2nd left) and Head of Delegation, Europena Unigxm-
of inoperable ambulances currently bassador. Malgorzata Wasilewska (centre) examines the new ambulance while members of 1
public health care facilities. Health ministry and European Union look on.

il deally, ambul ances should be used for emergencyerbwuaensf e
them to transport neargent cases because our overall fleet, which primarily serves our secondary care facilities, isSvaftiisg.

the reality of the tight fiscal framework in which we operate. | welcome the contribution of-latetail partners, and in thparticu-

lar case, the European Union. Their presence in Jamaica continues to assist with the development of our people atudanfrastruc

The ambulances which have been deployed to the Mandeville, St Jago Park, Annotto Bay andi&ManHaalth Centres, as

well as the Chapelton and Alexandria Community Hospitals are fully equipped to primarily transport emergency cases involving
infant and maternal patients between primary health care facilities and hospitals. It is anticipated that as a resahbtitheses

and the continued work of PROMAC, there will a trending decline in pregnancy related deaths.

AThe heal th of -borusisofwioseimporéancd. While tve fertility levels continue to decline between 2015 and
2016, we are pleased to note a 3% and a more than 15% reduction in the reported numbers of stillbirths, neonatal deaths and m
nal deaths in 2016. We anticipate further reductions in stillbirths, neonatal and maternal deaths through the work of RREHMAC

will strengthen institutional capacity to manage kigh s k pr egnanci es o, Dr. Tufton affirm

Urging stakeholders to properly maintain the vehicles, Head of Delegation of the European Union, Her Excellency, Malgorzata
Wasilewska, emphasised the role of the ambulances for preservation of life.

AThese ambul ances and in fact all the services provided u
and child. It is entirely possible to drastically reduce the number of women dying in childbirth but it takes commitratiof aisd
wor king together. o

Also using the opportunity to acknowledge statistics revealing the correlation between poverty and increased risk adeatiigrnal

Ms. Wasil ewka highlighted that the work of PROMAC will al
supporting efforts to create a health system that ianef ful |
high quality, comprehensive and readily accessible matern

Thirty six health workers were trained to use and operate
PROMAC was | aunched to the tune of 022,000,000 or just ov
lenges related to maternal and child mortality in Jamaica. Credit: European Union
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Manchester Health Team Tackles Depression as Suicide Soars World ~ -wide

I L L ——

According to the Worlc
Health Organization (WHO;
depression at its worst cg
lead to suicide, which is nojk
the second leading cause
death among 129 yea
olds.

In light of this fact, the Man
chester Health Departme
(MHD) hosted a Symposiul
targeting scores of studen
teachers, guidance couns
lors, caregivers and parer
within the parish of Man
chester to address the is
of depression.

The Symposium, which ¢ \ ) o | X \ N

tered to some 140 studel , "
) A section of the audience of students.
was held at the Cecil Cha_

ton Hall in Manchester on Tuesday, April 4 and was also commemorated against the background of the annual recoc
tion of World Health Day which is observed on April 7. The waxide theme is "Depression: Let's Talk", a priority
area of concern for the WHO.

The day's activities included depression screening, testimonials, booth displays, a question and answer segment and |
entations which focused on recognizing depression, suicide, coping with and treating depression.

The Southern Regional Health Authority Regional Psychiatrist, Dr. Doreth Garvey who presented on recognizing d
pression, explained to the audience that depression is "a spectrum of mood changes, varying in intensity, duration
characteristics". She pointed out that it was important for persons to recognize that when these mood changes persis
two weeks or more and affects the level of functioning for the individual, it is now a disorder.

Dr. Garvey added that it was important for persons to recognize that everyone is at risk of becoming depressed
shared several avenues of assistance and support fq
sons who may be facing difficult situations.

For guest speaker and 2015 Jamaica Festival Quee
Chereese Ricketts, depression is an ungeognized iss
which is affecting many Jamaicans. She told the aud§§
that she struggled with depression for some 12 year|
found several ways of dealing with and overcoming|y
disorder. She noted that it was important for persons tq
round themselves with persons who will provide sup
and for persons to find what works best for them and
brings them joy and positive outcomes.

One of the many posters on depression.




