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PRESS RELEASE

November 3, 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Progress Among Students to Develop Culture of Good Oral
Health

The Southern Regional Health Authority has been making great strides in
instilling a culture of good oral health practices among children in the
southern end of theisland.

Regional Dental Auxiliaries Coordinator for the Southern Regional Health
Authority (SRHA), Ms. Juliet Powell explained that each year the dental
teamsin the parishes of Manchester, Clarendon and St. Elizabeth work
with severalschools at the primary and secondary levels to promote good
oral health education among the students; aninitiative whichiis in
preparation for oral health competitionsin the month of October.

She added that each year at the oral health competitions, the students
are evaluated through exciting and anticipated oral quiz, poster, dub
poetry and deejay competitions.

Ms. Powell noted that through these competitions, the SRHA dentalteams
have seen an increased awareness about oral health among students
which have translated into good oral health practices within their families.
She added that thisinitiative has also fostered a good relationship
between dentalstaff and schools in the respective parishes.

Meanwhile, Regional Director for the SRHA, Mr. Michael Bent pointed out
that with Jamaica’s high prevalence of non-communicable diseases or
lifestyle diseases, "it isimperative that Jamaicans understand that many of
the same risk factors for non-communicable diseases are linked tothe
development of dentalhealth problems."

He added that while the dentalteams across theisland must be
commended for the various strategies used to educate citizens about the
importance of oral health totheir general health care and well being,
parentshave anintegralrole to play to instill simple yet important

(more)

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Krishan James, Stafford
Haughton, Lorraine Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Dr Lundie
Richards, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs;
CEO Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh



Mandeville Regional Hospital

32 Hargreaves Avenue
Mandeville

Ph: 962-2067/2744/1094
Fax: 625-8493

May Pen Hospital

1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

Ph: 986-2528/7708/6938
Fax: 986-2650

Black River Hospital

45 High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-2224/2212
634-3700

Fax: 965-9294

Percy Junor Hospital
Spalding P.O.

Clarendon

Ph: 964-1181/2222/2322
Fax: 964-1548

Lionel Town Hospital
Bustamante Drive
Vere, Clarendon

Ph: 986-3226

Fax: 986-3373

Chapelton Hospital
Chapelton P.O.
Clarendon

Ph: 987-2215

Manchester Health Dept.

Race Course Rd.

Mandeville

Ph: 962-2288/7033
625-3433

Fax: 962-2171

Clarendon Health Dept.
1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

Ph: 986-4548/7869
Fax: 986-9713

St. Elizabeth Health Dept
High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-9174-5

Fax: 965-2701

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA WI
TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX: (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM

practices in their children such as eating healthy, brushing daily and
flossing.

"It isimportant to understand that if proper oral health care is encouraged
at an early stage, it is likely that this willbe practiced throughout a
person's adult life. Research has proven that serious conditions such as
diabetes and heart diseases are linked to cavitiesand gum disease which
ultimately have an adverse impact on the health sector" Mr. Bent said.

Thisyear, exciting competitions were held by the Clarendon Health
Department dentalhealth team on Thursday October 26 at the St.
Gabriel's Anglican Church Hall in Clarendon and at the Cecil Charlton
Hall in Manchester on Monday, October 30 by the Manchester Health
Department dentalhealth team.

Picture 1

Bright smiles and an energetic performance from this New Forest Primary
School group as they deliver their piece for the Dub Poetry competition in
the Manchester Oral Health Competition.
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Picture 2
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vaely smiles from students at the Oral Health Competitionin Manchester
at the Cecil Charlton Hall.
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Picture 3
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Winners of the Quiz Competition, Brixton Hill Primary School listen intently to
Quiz Master and Manchester Dental Auxiliary Coordinator, Mrs. Louise
Watson-Tomlin, at the competition staged by the Clarendon Health
Department.
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Picture 4
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Thi uo from ’re Hayes Primary & Junior High School deliver an energetic
and sizzling performance in the deejay competitionin Clarendon.

-30-

For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer
Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.m
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