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PRESS RELEASE 

June 13, 2017 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

Health Centre Refurbished at $US 40,000 to Improve Lives of 

Over 20,000 
 

Serving a populat ion of over 20,000 within the community of Mile Gully in 
Manchester and its environs, the Mile Gully Health Centre, which has 

been refurbished at a cost of $US 40,000, will significantly impact the 

quality of services to customers, while enabling staff and clients to 
function in a more comfortable and conducive environment. 

 

Refurbished by Jamalco and its Noble Foundation and charity 
organizat ion, the United Way of Jamaica, the Type 3 Health Centre was 

handed over yesterday, June 12.  
 

Public Health Nurse at the Mile Gully Health Centre, Mrs. Arlene Ellis-

Bennett explained that renovation work included: paint ing of the entire 
health centre building and staff quarters; replacement of windows; 

installat ion of four air condit ioning units; procurement of electronics 

including a gas stove, television set and photocopying machine; 
procurement of dental equipment; construct ion of a covering for an 

outside wait ing area which now accommodates over 50 persons; t iling 
work; construct ion of a wall adjacent to the pharmacy wait ing area; 

provision of benches for the pharmacy wait ing area; procurement of 

stat ioneries and blinds and the construct ion of a garbage skip. 
 

She added that in addit ion to the donation by Jamalco, Member of 
Parliament for North West Manchester, Mr. Mikael Phillips donated a 650 

gallon water tank and asphalted the walkway to the Health Centre while 

the Manchester Health Department constructed a gate at the Health 
Centre's entrance. 

 

According to Jamalco's Human Resources Manager, Mr. Christopher 
Buckmaster, the alumina/bauxite company takes its social responsibility 

seriously and is committed to developing the communit ies in which it  
operates. He announced that Jamalco will also donat e later in June, two 

green houses to the Mile Gully community in an effort  to teach the 

farmers green house technology. 
 (more) 



Mandeville Regional Hospital 

32 Hargreaves Avenue 
Mandeville 
Ph:   962-2067/2744/1094 
Fax: 625-8493 
 

 

May Pen Hospital 

1 Muirhead Avenue 
May  Pen 
Ph:   986-2528/7708/6938 

Fax: 986-2650 
 
 

Black River Hospital 

45 High Street  

Black River 
Ph:   965-2224/2212 
        634-3700 
Fax: 965-9294 
 

 

Percy Junor Hospital 

Spalding P.O. 
Clarendon 
Ph:   964-1181/2222/2322 

Fax: 964-1548 
 
 

Lionel Town Hospital 

Bustamante Drive 

Vere, Clarendon 
Ph:   986-3226 
Fax: 986-3373 
 
 

Chapelton Hospital 

Chapelton P.O. 
Clarendon  
Ph:   987-2215 
 

 

Manchester Health Dept. 

Race Course Rd. 
Mandeville 
Ph:   962-2288/7033 

        625-3433 
Fax: 962-2171 
 
 

Clarendon Health Dept. 

1 Muirhead Avenue 
May  Pen 
Ph:   986-4548/7869 
Fax: 986-9713 
 

 

St. Elizabeth Health Dept 

High Street  
Black River 
Ph:   965-9174-5 

Fax: 965-2701 

 
 

   

 

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Krishan James, Stafford 

Haughton, Lorraine Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Dr Lundie 

Richards, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs; 

CEO Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh 

 

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 
3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA WI 

TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX:  (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM 

Guest Speaker and Chairman of the Southern Regional Health Authority 
(SRHA), Mr. Wayne Chen lauded Jamalco for its donation noting that the  

company has continued its t radition of being indispensable to the 
communit ies in which it  operates. 

 

Mr. Chen noted that despite the challenges of the country's health 
system, the sector, including the primary health care system has been 

performing robust ly and beyond its available resources.  

 
"When we look regionally, there are 15 countries in Caricom, and 

Jamaica ranks near the top in life expectancy, yet st ill of the 15, we are 
near the bottom in terms of our expenditure per capita. What makes up 

the gap and what gives us the edge over even a rich country like Trinidad 

and Tobago  where our life expectancy is significantly higher, is the vigour 
of our primary health care system as typified by what we are witnessing 

today" Mr. Chen said.  
 

He pointed out that the outreach work by health workers; the public 

education; prenatal care; dental care; psychiatric care and other 
services and programmes have added to the dynamism of the country's 

healthcare system.  

 
The SRHA Chairman noted that while corporate social responsibility is 

important, community and personal social responsibility are essential to 
the development of communit ies. He explained that Jamaicans who 

have migrated overseas and to other parts of Jamaica should be mindful 

of the impact they can have in support ing init iat ives geared towards the 
development of the country, especially at community levels.  

 

The Mile Gully Health Centre has occupied its present location since 1965, 
and offers services including curat ive (medical, nutrition, psychiatric); 

maternal and child health (antenatal, postnatal, child health, pap 
smear); family planning; dental; food handlers cert ificat ion; environmental 

health; exually Transmitted Infections Clinic and pharmacy services. 

 
In 2011, the Mile Gully Health Centre introduced a unique service offering, 

a Men’s Health Clinic which focuses on prostate screening.  
(more) 
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Picture 1 

 
The wait ing area of the refurbished Mile Gully Health Centre. 

 
(more) 
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Picture 2 

 
Guest Speaker and Chairman of the SRHA, Mr. Wayne Chen delivers the 

keynote address. Photographed also is Jamalco's Senior Community 
Relat ions Officer, Mr. Phillip Biggs.  

 

(more) 
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Picture 3 

 
(Left to right): Jamalco's Human Resources Manager, Mr. Christopher 

Buckmaster; SRHA Regional Director, Mr. Michael Bent (part ly hidden); 
Jamalco's Corporate Services Manager, Mrs. Donna-Marie Brooks-

Gordon; SRHA Chairman, Mr. Wayne Chen and CEO of United Way 
Jamaica, Mrs. Winsome Wilkins get ready to cut the ribbon to the 

refurbished Health Centre. 

 
(more) 
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Picture 4 

 
The front  view of the Mile Gully Health Centre.  
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For more information contact:  

Latoya Laylor Brown 

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer 

Southern Regional Health Authority 

Tel: 962-8232/779-2663  

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm  
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