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PRESS RELEASE 

February 16, 2017 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

  

Initiative to Groom Young Males Poised to Changed Landscape 

of Society 

 
An intervention t itled “Man-Up Jamaica- A Call to Healthy, Responsible 

Manhood” is being described as a movement that is poised to change 

the landscape of the Jamaican society.  
 

Regional Technical Director of the Southern Regional Health Authority 
(SRHA), Dr. Michael Coombs who is the pioneer of the init iat ive noted that 

“Man-Up Jamaica" was conceptualized in 2015 as a component of the 

wider init iat ive, “Good Health Begins at Home”,  and was “developed 
from evidence showing that male related issues are linked to crime and 

violence including domest ic and gender-based violence, substance 

abuse, sexual promiscuity and other issues which are having devastat ing 
effects on the social fabric of the country.” 

 
On Friday, February 10, some 300 young men between the ages of 12 to 

25 years from high schools and colleges across central Jamaica and 

Kingston including schools from the inner-city, converged at the Kendal 
Camp and Conference Centre in Manchester for a second retreat which 

addressed key male related issues including the importance of 
fatherhood, families, marriage, self development and treating women 

with love, respect and non-violence. 

 
An important strategic activity employed at the retreat was small group 

discussions on the key issues conducted by male facilitators/mentors led 

by Professor Brendan Bain, Coordinator of “Man-Up Jamaica".  
 

The Regional Technical Director who is also the founder and chair of the 
National Associat ion for the Family (NAF) said the intervention is a 

partnership between the SRHA, the NAF, the Ministry of Education, Youth 

and Information, the South East Regional Health Authority, the church and 
other stakeholders.  

 
He added that going forward “Man Up Jamaica” will be introduced into 

schools, colleges and universit ies through clubs in addit ion to faith based  

(more) 
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organizat ions and community based youth clubs among others. There will 
also be ongoing retreats, workshops and camps targeting males. Dr. 

Coombs expressed the hope that this important init iative will receive 
funding support from corporate Jamaica.  

 

Dr. Coombs noted that Jamaica’s future is not only dependent on its 
leaders but  more importantly on its males discovering their t rue identity 

and purpose. He encouraged the young men to share what they learnt 

with their peers and commit to becoming a new generation of men who 
will impact the society posit ively.  

 
 

Picture 1 

 

 
These young men are enjoying their small group session.  
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Picture 2 

 
Dr. Michael Coombs engages a group of young men.  
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Picture 3 
 

A group of young men from the Knox Community College perform a jingle 

about the importance of responsible manhood.  

 
(more) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



Mandeville Regional Hospital 

32 Hargreaves Avenue 
Mandeville 
Ph:   962-2067/2744/1094 
Fax: 625-8493 
 

 

May Pen Hospital 

1 Muirhead Avenue 
May  Pen 
Ph:   986-2528/7708/6938 

Fax: 986-2650 
 
 

Black River Hospital 

45 High Street  

Black River 
Ph:   965-2224/2212 
        634-3700 
Fax: 965-9294 
 

 

Percy Junor Hospital 

Spalding P.O. 
Clarendon 
Ph:   964-1181/2222/2322 

Fax: 964-1548 
 
 

Lionel Town Hospital 

Bustamante Drive 

Vere, Clarendon 
Ph:   986-3226 
Fax: 986-3373 
 
 

Chapelton Hospital 

Chapelton P.O. 
Clarendon  
Ph:   987-2215 
 

 

Manchester Health Dept. 

Race Course Rd. 
Mandeville 
Ph:   962-2288/7033 

        625-3433 
Fax: 962-2171 
 
 

Clarendon Health Dept. 

1 Muirhead Avenue 
May  Pen 
Ph:   986-4548/7869 
Fax: 986-9713 
 

 

St. Elizabeth Health Dept 

High Street  
Black River 
Ph:   965-9174-5 

Fax: 965-2701 

 
 

   

 

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Krishan James, Stafford 

Haughton, Lorraine Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Dr Lundie 

Richards, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs; 

CEO Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh 

 

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 
3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA WI 

TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX:  (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM 

Picture 4 
 

 
The Knox Community College group carries out a devotional exercise. 
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For more information contact:  

Latoya Laylor Brown 

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer 

Southern Regional Health Authority 

Tel: 962-8232/779-2663  

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm  
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