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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Health Care Boosted in S$t. Elizabeth; Numbers Accessing
ServicesIncrease at Centre of Excellence

The Ministry of Health developed the Centres of Excellence as part of its
thrust to enhance the provision of primary health care across theisland
and since the opening of the first Centre in 2013; the Santa Cruz Centre of
Excellence has seen a significant increase in the number of persons
accessing itsservices.

A report from the St. Elizabeth Health Department from January 2013 until
June 2015 shows a significant move in persons accessing Dental Care
which accounts for a 98 percent increase. Public Health Nurse at the
Centre of Excellence, Sasha Forbes indicated that anupgradeto the
dentalclinic and itsservice offerings have contributed totheincrease.

Other areas of service which showed a substantialincrease withinthe
same period includes Curative Care with anincrease of 67 percent; Post-
natalservices with a 37 percent growth followed by Child Health which
increased by 27 percent. A twenty percent increase was attributed to
Antenatalservices while an overall increase of 66 percent was recorded.

Nurse Forbes pointed out that in addition tothe growth of the town of
Santa Cruz, persons have seen the Santa Cruz Centre of Excellence as a
mini-hospit al since its upgrade in 2013.

“We now have new equipment, additional staff and new buildings. These
have contributed totheincrease. We now have an upgraded laboratory
which has contributed largely to persons accessing lab services. Before
referrals were sent to the Black River Hospitaland the Mandeville Regional
Hospital. The dental clinic has been upgraded and Maternaland Child
Health now have a building of itsown with new equipment” she
explained.

Additionally the Centre of Excellence boasts more examination rooms
and also an increase in doctors. Other areas which have seen an
upgrading include diagnostic and ultra sound services, sickle cell
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testing, blood chemistry, cholesterol and blood count services and
glucose testing. The Centre of Excellence has also been offering curative
services daily.

For Parish Manager of the St. Elizabeth Services, Sean Brissett, the
expectations from theresidents have been very high and “persons have
been referring to the Centre as a hospital with mothers even coming to
deliver babies.”

He added that the Centre of Excellence and itsimproved offerings have
been very symbolic and important tothe town of Santa Cruz.

With the Southern Regional Health Authority placing emphasis on good
customer service, Nurse Forbes noted that the staff hasbeen working
towards the mandate of treating clients and fellow staff members with
respect. She noted that while thereis always room for improvement, thisis
the general consensus at the staff and managerial levels.

The Santa Cruz Centre of Excellence is one of fourin Jamaica with the
other Centres located in Darliston in Westmoreland, Issac Barrant in St
Thomas and Claremont in St. Ann.

Sections of te Santa ruz ene of Excellence.

(more)

Chairman: Michael Stewart; Vice Chairman: Natalie Sparkes; Directors: Carlton Bailey, Dr Sonia Copeland; Nancy Davis;
H Doreen Evans; Hopeton McCatty; Beryl Rochester; Dermon Spence; Seymour Stewart; Nadalie Walker-Rose Regional
Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs; CEO Mandeville Regional
Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh



Mandeville Regional Hospital
32 Hargreaves Avenue
Mandeville

Ph: 962-2067/2744/1094
Fax: 625-8493

May Pen Hospital

1 Muirhead Avenue

May Pen

Ph: 986-2528/7708/6938
Fax: 986-2650

Black River Hospital

45 High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-2224/2212
634-3700

Fax: 965-9294

Percy Junor Hospital
Spalding P.O.

Clarendon

Ph: 964-1181/2222/2322
Fax: 964-1548

Lionel Town Hospital
Bustamante Drive
Vere, Clarendon

Ph: 986-3226

Fax: 986-3373

Chapelton Hospital
Chapelton P.O.
Clarendon

Ph: 987-2215

Manchester Health Dept.

Race Course Rd.

Mandeville

Ph: 962-2288/7033
625-3433

Fax: 962-2171

Clarendon Health Dept.
1 Muirhead Avenue
May Pen

Ph: 986-4548/7869
Fax: 986-9713

St. Elizabeth Health Dept
High Street

Black River

Ph: 965-9174-5

Fax: 965-2701

SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA WI
TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX: (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM

A secfion of the upgraded dental clinic.

A section of the upgraded laboratory and equipment.
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For more information contact:

Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer

Southern Regional Health Authority

Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
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