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PRESS RELEASE

February 8, 2017
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Regional Pathology Lab to Deliver State of the Art Diagnostic
Services

The establishment of a regional pathology lab to serve the diagnostic
needs of the southern region will soon be a reality through the
public/private partnership between the Southern Regional Health
Authority (SRHA) and the Lions Club of Mandeville.

The initial phase of the project is estimated to cost some $38 million and
was launched on Friday, February 3 on the property adjoining the
Mandeville Regional Hospital where the lab will be constructed.

Minister of Health, Dr. Christopher Tufton whose remarks was delivered by
the SRHA Board Chairman, Mr. Wayne Chen lauded the Lions Club of
Mandeville for its numerous projects which have benefited the Mandeville
community noting that the construction of the pathology lab is “one of
the great examples of the public/private partnership that the Ministry of
Health is keen on fostering.”

Dr. Tufton noted that with the establishment of an optimally equipped
and staffed regional pathology lab, full testing in Haematology, Chemical
Pathology, Microbiology, Immunology, Surgical Pathology and
Cytopathology will be achieved with the aim of providing state of the art
diagnostic services in biochemical, molecular and cellular pathology in
the future.

Regional Technical Director of the SRHA, Dr. Michael Coombs explained
that though laboratories have been established in the parishes in the
region, Manchester, Clarendon and St. Elizabeth, the services that the
laboratories are able to provide are limited.

Dr. Coombs said the Southern Regional Health Authority welcomes the
support from the Lions Club as the laboratory should become a successful
platform for career development for its employees and trainees as well as
facilitate and conduct research activities.

(more)

Chairman: Wayne Chen; Vice Chairman; Michael Stern Board Members: Marcus Greenwood, Krishan James, Stafford
Haughton, Lorraine Green Mason, Lennox Powell, Dr Lloyd Reynolds, Winston Maragh, Dr St Aubyn Bartlett, Dr Lundie
Richards, Directors: Regional Director and Secretary: Michael Bent; Regional Technical Director: Dr Michael Coombs;
CEO Mandeville Regional Hospital: Alwyn Miller; SMO, Mandeville Regional Hospital: Dr Everton McIntosh



SOUTHERN REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

3 BRUMALIA ROAD, MANDEVILLE, MANCHESTER, JAMAICA W1
TEL.: (876) 625-0612-3, 962-9491 or 962-8232 | FAX: (876) 962-8233 | WWW.SRHA.GOV.JM

e reerar el | Lions Club member, Dr. Hopeton Falconer explained that the Lions Club
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Ph:  962-2067/2744/1094 decided to partner with the SRHA to establish the pathology lab after
Fax: 625-8493 . . . . . .
realizing that the Regional Pathologist was working in borrowed space

May Pen Hospital and equipment which results in delays in laboratory results. He used the

My e oalsass opportunity to appeal to corporate Jamaica to come on board to

Fax: 986-2650 support the creation of the pathology lab.

Zs::EuEgEgigeTosp'ta' The establishment of a regional pathology lab will among other things

P 965222412212 allow for earlier intervention, prevention and treatment of patients; timely

Fax: 965-6204 analysis of surgical pathology ilinesses; reduction of the reliance on other
laboratories which will reduce their workload and the overall turnaround
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Regional Pathology Lab Now a Reality: Board Chairman, Mr. Wayne Chen
delivers Minister Tufton’s remarks while Member of Parliament for Central
Manchester, Mr. Peter Bunting (centre) and Mayor of Mandeville,
Councillor Donovan Mitchell look on.
(more)
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Project Launched: Members of the Lions Club of Mandeville unveil the
directional sign to the Pathology Lab which will be built shortly.
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For more information contact:
Latoya Laylor Brown

Public Relations & Advocacy Officer
Southern Regional Health Authority
Tel: 962-8232/779-2663

Email: latoya.laylor@srha.gov.jm
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