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will also include a 

Symposium and Fo-

rum galvanizing sup-

port from employers 

and employees at the 

Medallion Hall Hotel 

in Kingston on 

Wednesday, Septem-

ber 23. Other activities 

include workplace 

breastfeeding sensiti-

zation sessions in the 

parishes of Clarendon 

and St. Elizabeth.  

 

Among the objectives 

of the celebration are 

galvanizing the sup-

port of all sectors to 

facilitate women to 

work and breastfeed, 

promoting actions by 

employers to become 

baby and mother 

friendly and facilitat-

ing and showcasing 

supportive practices 

that allow women 

working in the infor-

mal sector to breast-

feed.  

This yearôs celebration 

of National Breastfeed-

ing Week will be ob-

served under the theme, 

ñBreastfeeding and 

Work - Letôs Make it 

Workò which is aiming 

to galvanize support 

from all sectors to en-

able women to work 

and breastfeed. 

 

The weeklong activities 

will commence on Sun-

day, September 20 with 

a church service at the 

Mineral Heights Church 

of Christ in May Pen 

followed by the national 

launch on Monday, 

September 21 on the 

grounds of the Mande-

ville Seventh-day Ad-

ventist Church at 8: 30 

a.m.. The launch will 

kick start with a march 

through the town of 

Mandeville followed by 

the opening ceremony, 

displays and demonstra-

tions and a concert. 

 

The celebration will run 

until September 26 and 

National Breastfeeding Week 2015 to Focus on 

Breastfeeding and the Workplace  
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such as trade unions, 

womenôs groups and 

youth groups to protect 

the breastfeeding rights 

of women in the work-

place. 

 

Other objectives in-

clude raising aware-

ness of the need to 

strengthen national 

legislation and im-

plementation and 

engaging groups  



 

 

Despite a challenging economic climate, many or-

ganizations and individuals continue to demon-

strate that the spirit of benevolence is alive and 

well in Jamaica and even continues to grow.  

 

On Friday, August 28, the Manchester Health De-

partment was the beneficiary of medical supplies 

courtesy of good Samaritan, Oswald Dixon. 

 

Mr. Dixon, a Jamaican residing overseas donated 

items valued at almost J$300.000.00 including five 

wheelchairs, boxes of gloves, diapers, gauze and 

hand soap to be used at the Christiana and Devon 

Health Centres.  

 

The businessman who is from the community of 

Christiana noted that he believes when one gives 

back to the community particularly in the area of 

health, the society will produce better individuals. 

 

Parish Manager for the Manchester Health Depart-

ment, Earl McLaughlin who accepted the items on 

behalf of the Health Department expressed  
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Manchester Health Department Gets Medical Supplies From Good Samaritan  

 

appreciation for the items which he noted will be 

making a difference in the delivery of health care 

in the parish. 

 

ñMr. Dixon, today we thank you for the differ-

ence you are making and for the valuable part-

nership as the Government cannot do it aloneò 

Mr. McLaughlin added. 

 

The items were handed over at the Hibernia 

Early Childhood Institution graduation ceremony 

where students were also awarded back to school 

items and scholarships courtesy of the Rachael 

Dixon Fund, named in honour of Mr. Dixonôs 

mother. 

Parish Manager 

for the Manches-

ter Health De-

partment, Earl 

McLaughlin 

(right) and Pub-

lic Health Nurse 

at the Christina 

Health Centre, 

Llelia Miller -

Beecher are 

grateful for the 

medial items 

received from 

businessman, 

Oswald Dixon 

(centre). 
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Ministry Implementing Pharmacy Management Information System  

As part of efforts to ad-

dress the issues of 

shortage of pharmaceu-

ticals at some public 

health facilities, Minis-

ter of Health, Dr. Fen-

ton Ferguson says the 

Ministry has started the 

implementation of a 

pharmacy management 

information system 

which will help to track 

items, their availability, 

and expiration date as 

well as order levels.  

 

He says this will in-

crease the efficiency of 

the management of 

drugs throughout the 

public health sector. 

 

ñThis system will afford 

us a national picture and 

allow for the movement  

of drugs from one fa-

cility to another as re-

quired or the move-

ment of drugs to 

places where utilisa-

tion is greater thereby 

reducing wastage and 

spoilage,ò Dr. Fergu-

son said.  

  

He pointed out that the 

Ministry of Health 

will be spending a to-

tal of $8 billion to pro-

cure pharmaceuticals, 

sundries and reagents 

for the public health 

sector.  

 

Contracts were signed 

last week with 47 sup-

pliers to increase the 

supply of pharmaceu-

ticals and sundries by 

$3.8 billion to the  

public health sector. In 

addition three contracts 

valuing a total of 

US$1,487,580.18 to 

suppliers for the Uni-

versity Hospital of the 

West Indies were 

signed in July. 
 
Credit:  

Public Relations and Com-

munication Unit,  

Ministry of Health  

ñThis is an initial pro-

curement as we expect 

to spend close to $6 

billion on pharmaceu-

ticals and sundries and 

$2 billion on reagents 

in this financial year 

alone,ò Dr. Ferguson 

said. 
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Facilities on the Move 

Percy Junor Hospital Continues 70th Anniversary Celebrations  

As part of its ongoing celebrationôs to mark 70 years of existence, the Percy Junor Hospital recently published 

a Newspaper Supplement which included congratulatory messages from the Governor General, Prime Minis-

ter, Leader of the Opposition, Minister of Health and SRHA Regional Director. The supplement also high-

lighted achievements of the hospital. See highlights below. 


